
z Welcome  z
It’s taken me over 6 months to get around to writing a 
second newsletter, but hopefully you’ll find that it’s been 
worth the wait.

My work on completing the Roll of Honour by the 100th 
Anniversary of the start of the Great War continues - but 
now less than three years to go. That sounds like a long 
time but I have already been on this project for around 10 
years, so August 2014 will soon come around. 

Much if my work now is looking at the ‘Also Served’ men, 
but I still find that there are ‘new’ Prescot casualties, such 
as Samuel Lawrenson who was added to the site on 21st  
November. Although he was living in Canada and serving 
with the Canadian forces, he was a native of Prescot.

So this Newsletter should keep you in touch with the 
detail of some of my research, and also other items 
associated with the history of Prescot. As always, please 
let me know if you have any queries about the web site or 
the men on the site, using the contact details below

Thank you

Stephen Nulty
January 2012
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Thomas Nulty, 
MM & Bar

In researching the 
Great War, I found 
that my grandfather 
Thomas Nulty, was 
awarded the Military 
Medal twice in the 
closing weeks of the 
war.  Please visit his 
page on the site for 
details of the actions 
which brought him 

these awards
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On	  1st	  November	  last	  year,	  I	  was	  delighted	  to	  be	  informed	  by	  the	  Commonwealth	  War	  Graves	  Commission	  
(CWGC),	  that	  they	  have	  accepted	  Prescot	  man	  Thomas	  Caslin	  as	  an	  official	  casualty	  of	  the	  Great	  War	  and	  will	  
now	  commemorate	  him	  within	  their	  Debt	  of	  Honour	  register.

Thomas’	   story	   can	   be	   seen	   in	   full	   on	   the	  Roll	   of	   Honour	   website	   but	   in	   brief,	  he	  enlisted	   just	   aJer	   the	  
outbreak	  of	  war,	  despite	  already	  being	  41	  years	  old.	  He	  went	  to	  France	  in	  late	  1915	  but	  suffered	  from	  illness	  
for	  quite	  a	  Rme,	  almost	  certainly	  the	  result	  of	  the	  appalling	  condiRons	  in	  the	  trenches,	  and	  was 	  returned	  to	  
the	  UK	  in	  mid-‐1916.

He	  was	  finally	  discharged	  as 	  being	  unfit	  for	  military	  service	  in	  March	  1918	  and	  died	  on	  21st	  May	  1919.	  His	  
death	  was	  never	  officially	  classed	  as	  a	  war	  death,	  although	  he	  is	  commemorated	  on	  the	  town’s	  memorials.	  

Back	  in	  2007,	  I	  obtained	  a	  copy	  of	  his	  death	  cerRficate	  which	  showed	  that	  he	  had	  died	  of	  Addison’s	  Disease.	  
In	  my	   view,	   that	   could	   clearly	  be	  linked	   to	   his	  military	   service	  and	   so	   I	   submi_ed	  his	  case	  to	   CWGC	   for	  
consideraRon.	  Now,	  aJer	  over	  four	  years,	  they	  have	  agreed	  with	  me	  and	  Thomas	  is	  now	  officially	  classed	  as	  
a	  war	  casualty.

The	  next	  stage	  of	   this	  process	   is	  to	  determine	  if	   he	  has	  a 	  marked	   grave	  at	  St	  Mary’s	  Churchyard	   (I	  don’t	  
believe	  he	  has),	  and	  then	  hopefully	  CWGC	  will	  erect	  a	  headstone	  inscribed	  with	  his	  name.	  	  Keep	  an	  eye	  n	  the	  
website	  for	  developments.	  

Thomas Caslin - Now Commemorated
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Other Men who are not officially commemorated

I have four other Prescot men who I believe should be commemorated by CWGC but are not. Each of 

them is a similar case, where they died of illness after discharge. I am working on submissions to 

CWGC for each of them and the challenge is to tie in the cause of their death with their military 

service. 

Once submitted, hope that I can get a quicker turnaround than for Thomas Caslin’s case. Any 

progress on these cases will be reported on the website. The men are:-

14695 Cpl James Byron, 12th Bn., King’s (Liverpool). Died 15/02/1919

59226 Private Joseph Corns, South Lancashire Regiment. Died 22/11/1920

80636 Bombardier Edwin Neve, Royal Garrison Artillery. Died 03/08/1920

140 Corporal William Vidler, 1/5th Bn., South Lancashire Regiment. Died 16/12/1917 
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BI	  Memorial

AJer	  a	  few	  years	  in	  the	  good	  hands	  of	  Knowsley	  Council,	  the	  Great	  
War	  and	  Second	  World	  War	  Memorial	  plaques	  from	  the	  BI	  were	  
finally	  rededicated	  at	  a	  service	  in	  Prescot	  St	  Mary’s	  Churchyard	  on	  
13th	  October.

Full	  details	  of	  the	  memorial	  and	  the	  service	  can	  be	  found	  on	  the	  
website	  at	  h_p://www.prescot-‐rolloeonour.info/bicc_memorial 

Talks to Rotary Club & St Helens Townships 
FHS

In September, I was delighted to do a 
presentation to Prescot Rotary Club on my 
Roll of Honour. I  had hoped to deliver the 
presentation in under an hour, but found 
that I managed to chatter on for almost an 
hour and a half! There was an audience of 
around 70 people at the event, which was 
held at Prescot Masonic Hall and I think it 
was generally well received. 

The first half of the presentation looked into 
the background of my research, the history 
o f t h e t o w n ’ s m e m o r i a l s a n d t h e 
identification of the men named on them. I 
then looked in detail and five of ‘my’ men, 
showing the results of the research and 
finishing with a 10 minute slideshow which 
pictured another 40 or so of the men along 
with the name, address, age and date of 
death. Over this, I  played a Leonard 
Bernstein arrangement of Elgar’s ‘Nimrod’. I 
intend to add this short movie to the website 
shortly, so keep an eye open for it.

After the presentation, I  took the opportunity 
to chat with several of the people there and 
exchanged notes on various relatives, this 
also giving me some contacts for continued 
research.

I also did the presentation again the 
following night to St Helens Townships Family 
History Society. I had been booked to do this 
for almost a year and it was just coincidence 
that it happened the night after the Rotary 
Club event.

As expected, the audience was smaller 
(around 40 people), but the talk went down 
very well with those who attended, and 
several people said afterwards that they 
found the show quite moving. At the end, 
local historian Peter Harvey announced that 
they had received Lottery funding for a 
project on the St Helens Pals, the 11th 
Battalion of the South Lancashire Regiment. 
For more information on that project, why 
not v i s i t http://f reespace.v i rg in.net/
dave.risley/fhs/sthelenspals.htm

St Helens Rolls of Honour

In	  August,	  another	  St	  Helens	  project	  was	  ini7ated,	  this	  one	  to	  produce	  an	  online	  memorial	  to	  
the	  men	  of	  St	  Helens	  who	  fell	  in	  both	  World	  Wars.	  I’m	  pleased	  to	  say	  that	  the	  creators	  of	  this	  
online	  memorial	  modelled	  it	  on	  my	  Prescot	  Roll 	  of	  Honour.	  At	  this 	  stage,	  the	  level	  of	  research	  
is	  not	  as	  deep,	  due	  to	  the	  significantly	  greater	  number	  of	  men	  who	  fell 	  in	  both	  conflicts,	  but	  a	  
massive	  effort	  saw	  the	  site	  become	  live	  in	  November,	  a	  credit	  to	  all	  involved.

hGp://www.sthelensrollsoJonour.co.uk
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The Bayonet Attack at Givenchy, 1915
Prescot-born John Hopkins has kindly provided me with images of several postcards from his 
vast collection, many of them with Prescot connections.  However, he recently sent me a card 
titled ‘The Bayonet Attack at Givenchy’ and I have looked into the details of this action a little 
further.

The Battle of Neuve Chapelle in Northern France took place on 10th March 1915 and was the 
first planned British offensive of the war. In order to prevent the Germans from reinforcing their 
units at Neuve Chapelle with men from other areas, a couple of “holding attacks” were initiated. 
These had no strategic importance by were designed to keep the Germans in place and prevent 
them moving to the primary battle.  One of these was to be at Givenchy.

The German trenches opposite Givenchy were well made, well manned and held numerous 
machine guns. They had 2 or 3 lines of barbed wire fencing in front of the trenches and the 
British artillery was to “take care” of that before moving on to the German trenches, after which 
the British troops would enter the fray.
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The artillery barrage started at 7 a.m. on the 10th, a mildy foggy day. At 8.10 a.m. the whistles 
sounded and the men of “A” and “B” Companies charged towards the enemy trenches.

In those early days of the war, the Army had not forbidden Commanding Officers to go over the 
top with their men, and many CO’s led from the front, considering this the place for them to be. 
Lt-Col Carter was one such CO, but he did not get far before being hit in the shoulder. He 
refused to retire, instead taking refuge in a shell hole and directing operations from there.

The right column, under Lt Snatt, was swept by murderous machine gun fire and didn’t advance 
more than half way across the 300 yard gap between the two sets of front lines. Lt Snatt was 
wounded and managed to crawl back and all the other officers were wither killed or wounded. 
Despite encouragement from NCO’s, the attack of “B” company came to a standstill and the 
men took cover as best they could in the middle of No Mans Land. 

The right column, under Capt. Feneran, attacked a narrower stretch, with just over 100 yards of 
No Mans Land to cross. With “superb gallantry”, No 3 Platoon, led by 23 year old pre-war 
regular Lt Philip Mortlock Young,advanced and reached the German wire. The first two sections 
of the platoon  now found that the artillery barrage had not cut the wire and there was no way 
through. 

Every man of these two sections was shot down as they tried in vain to cut and cross the wire. 
Although it was never known how he managed it, Lt Young crossed the wire and was last seen 
stood on the German parapet, where he was shot and killed. The same fate befell the other two 
sections of the platoon, with just one man managing to crawl back wounded.

Capt Feneran was killed after advancing just 20 yards. The attack had failed, owing mainly to 
the uncut wire, and this was a lesson learnt for future actions. The Battalion was relieved just 
before midnight. Once tallied, Casualties were recorded as 6 officers killed and 3 wounded, with 
45 other ranks killed 112 wounded and 62 missing. 

This action was recorded by the battalion as its “Baptism of Fire”. Lt Young’s body was never 
identified and he is remembered on the Le Touret Memorial to the missing. But he appears to 
have passed into immortality by virtue of the postcard recording, and illustrating, his bravery 
and sacrifice.

The text on the reverse of the postcard reported “One Officer, Lt Young, was killed on the 
parapet of the German trench.” 
"
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The Watch Factory
Local	  people	  may	  be	  aware	  that	  the	  Watch	  Factory	  was	  the	  base	  for	  the	  17th	  Battalion	  of	  the	  
King’s	  (Liverpool)	  Regiment	  until	  they	  left	  for	  France	  in	  the	  summer	  of	  1915.

John	   Hopkins	   has	   amongst	   his	   large	   collection	   of	   postcards	   of	   the	   era,	   several	   pictures	  
which	  were	  taken	  in	  and	  around	  the	  Watch	  Factory	  at	  the	  time.

John	   is	   happy	   for	  me	   to	   reproduce	  the	   images	   in	   the	  Newsletter	   and	   if	   you	   can	   add	   any	  
information	  about	  the	  image,	  the	  men	  in	  it	  or	  the	  Watch	  Factory	  itself,	  then	  please	  email	  me	  
at	  the	  address	  below	  and	  I	  will	  be	  sure	  to	  share	  the	  information	  with	  John.

Here	  are	  some	  of	  the	  men	  of	  the	  17th	  Battalion.	  Can	  you	  name	  any	  of	  them?

More	  about	  the	  Watch	  factory	  next	  time.
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